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June 11.2009

Kenneth J. Mc0hie , Esq.
General Counsel
Board of lilcctions and Ethics
4il I 4m Street, fl.W., Suitc 250
Washingto4. D.C.20001

Re: A Refrxendum Conceming thr Jury and Maniage Amendment Act of 2009

Dear Mr. Mc6hie:

This responds to your May 28, 2009 letter, in which you invite cornment on whether the
proposed mea^sure, "A Reltrctrdrrur Conceming the Jury a:rd Marriage Amstrdment Act of ?009"
(*Refercndum"), is a propcr subjecl for a referendum wrder District law. In rny analysis of tiris
issue, I have taken accormt ofthe pr€sentations made yegterday to th9 Board, and I arn
partlcularly impressed by ihe cogent analysis ofthe issue by Brian Flowers, ceneral counsel to
&e City Council.

The following Summary Statement was contained in the Notice of Public llearins thal
accompanied your letter:

Tha D.C. Clouncil approved '"t?re Jury and Maniage rtrnendment Act of
2009," lhe Act would recqgnize as valid a marriage legally entered into
in another jurisdiction between ? persons of the same scx.lrl'F'Irc
"Referendum Conceming the Jury antl Maniage Amendmont Act of
20091' will allow the voters of the District of Columbia the opporrmity 1ri
decide whelher thc Disrrict of Colurnbia will rccognize as valid a marriage
legally entercd into in anotherjurisdjction betwecn 2 persons ofthe s*me
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